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Abstract

Caltech has a long and rich tradition in astronomy and astrophysics, especially in optical
astronomy, where Caltech has developed and operated forefront observatories for many
decades. This year - 2023 - marks the 75" anniversary of the 5-meter Hale Telescope at
Palomar CA as well as the 30™" anniversary of the Keck Observatory on Mauna Kea, HI. | will
trace the history of the Palomar and Keck Observatories, review some key scientific
accomplishments, describe current efforts to construct and deploy leading-edge
instrumentation, and conclude with a few words on the next-generation observatory, the Thirty
Meter Telescope (TMT) project.
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